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Good afternoon. I am the Biofuels Co-ordinator at Renewables East. We are sector specialist partners in the InCrops Project; we have been working together to foster collaboration between academia and industry in biofuels advancement.



Renewables East
• The agency for renewable energy in Norfolk, Suffolk, 

 Essex, Hertfordshire, Bedfordshire and Cambridgeshire

• Private, not‐for‐profit company established in 2003

• Funded by the East of England Development Agency
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Renewables East is here to drive forward the agenda of a full range of low carbon energy solutions and…



Ensure the region exploits the best economic benefit from them. 



East of England
• Leading renewable energy
• UK first bioethanol plant
• UK first E85 filling station
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A huge debate on the sustainability of currently commercially available biofuels is seen today in the UK, and namely the issues related to impact on food prices, deforestation and carbon benefits.



These concerns have led to considerable investments in the development of advanced technologies.



The East of England has world-class expertise in disciplines such as biosciences, engineering and environmental sciences, much relevant to advancements in this field.



Many groups of our academic groups have a history of collaboration with companies and we are looking to increase that.



Advanced biofuels
• Aquatic biomass

• Lignocellulosic feedstocks
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Aquatic biomass and lignocellulosic materials are much referred to as promising feedstocks for advanced biofuels worldwide.



In the UK the Carbon Trust is making considerable investments in microalgae fuels; the Biomara project is looking to develop seaweed as an energy crop. In the EoE we also have some interesting research on other types of aquatic biomass such as duckweed.



The US is probably leading investments into lignocellulosic fuels with several pilot and demonstration projects under way. In the the BBSRC has made very interesting investments in R&D in this field.



There are of course a number of challenges in commercialisation of advanced biofuels, costs of production being a cross-cutting theme.



The development of new technologies would impact a number of stakeholders of the supply chain and market integration could accelerate the technology development process. The automotive and aero space are of course key players in this.



Ps. Lignocellulosic feedstocks:

	- Perennial grasses and fast-growing trees

	- Agricultural residues (e.g. corn stalks or wheat straw)

	- Selected waste streams (e.g. wood and pulp mill waste)







Biofuels East
• A virtual Advanced Biofuels Hub fostering 

 collaboration between academia and industry

• Funded by the East of England Development Agency 
 and delivered by Renewables East
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Renewables East has received funding from EEDA to establish a virtual hub to foster collaboration between academic groups and companies to accelerate the development of advanced biofuels.



Biofuels East
• Objectives

‐
 

Accelerate the development of advanced biofuels

‐
 

Lever out the region’s world‐class research capabilities

‐
 

Generate regional economic benefits
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Stimulate the development of advanced biofuels

Lever out the East of England’s world-class research capabilities

Facilitate market integration and product innovation





Biofuels East
• Intelligence on latest developments and                      

 sources of funding for collaborative projects

• Database of regional stakeholders and                           
 R&D and commercial activities in the East of England

• Pro‐active team creating opportunities for partnership 
 between academia and industry in biofuels advancement



www.biofuelseast.org.uk
Bianca Forte

Biofuels Co‐ordinator

biancaforte@renewableseast.org.uk
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http://www.biofuelseast.org.uk/
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