Booking Form
Rediscovering the Vernacular 

Please return this section or photocopy to: -

Mike McConnell, MKT Associates Ltd, Dodds Cottage, 

Tuffields Road, Whepstead, Bury St Edmunds IP29 4TN

Name(s).…………………………………………………………………

Organisation…………………………………………………………..

Address…………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………          Post Code…………………

Telephone……………………………………………………………..

Email………………………………………………………………………

Please reserve ……place(s) at £95 [inc vat] per place

                     …….place(s) IHBC members £65 [inc vat] per place

Please make payable cheque to    MKT Associates Ltd
Tick if you require a receipt  [    ]

A buffet lunch will be provided and will cater for vegetarians. Please advise if you have a special diet.

For further information call Mike McConnell 01284 735057. 

Local information will be sent with confirmation of booking and receipt.
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©Rick Lewis

Thursday 29 th April 2010 - 9.30 to 4pm
at
Haughley Park Barn, Haughley

Stowmarket  IP14 3JY

Rediscovering the Vernacular -

Traditional Skills and Materials in the C21st

In the fight against global warming the building industry is under increasing pressure to deliver carbon free buildings. Much of the emphasis is placed on incorporating renewable energy and increasingly high specifications for insulation into the design of new buildings. Yet despite this oft-heard mantra of ‘building sustainability’, most new builds are still constructed from intrinsically unsustainable materials. 

The vast majority of our new builds are built using materials that produce high, sometimes massively high, levels of CO2 emissions during their production, and involving many road, rail and sea miles. Some research is being carried out to develop new building materials with a lower carbon footprint but generally the industry is ignoring existing sustainable and relatively local resources. 

It is only in the last 100 years that we have totally abandoned the vernacular methods of building. Perhaps it is time to look again at traditional materials and skills and see what contribution they can make to a sustainable future. Local natural materials can be produced and delivered on site with huge savings on CO2 emissions over conventional materials.  Today’s event looks at the work that is being carried out in our region to reconsider and revive the vernacular tradition in the C21st and will also consider how natural materials can be employed in less familiar more industrialised forms.

CPD certificates will be issued on the day.  
Colin Williams is a director of WCK Design and Conservation. 
Colin will introduce the case for natural materials in an industrialised construction industry exploring the embodied energy and CO2 of 

natural materials, contrasting it with more conventional forms of construction.  It will highlight the environmental impact of transportation and question the assumption that free markets and globalised trade always produce the best results.

Janet Jury is an architect practicing in Norfolk.  Janet is heavily committed to the promotion of sustainable buildings through location, form and materials rather than simply relying on technology.  She has been involved in a number of such projects including the practice’s own offices in Aylsham.  Janet will be talking about completed or work-in-progress projects.
 

Sarah Partridge is the Managing Director of OBee Community Interest Company based at Orchard Barn in East Anglia. Sarah talks about her experiences of starting a social enterprise and her role promoting traditional building skills and using local natural materials. 
Natural Building Technologies are specialist suppliers of high performance, sustainable building solutions and materials.  NBT will talk about alternative responses to environmental efficiency in sustainable home building by delivering significant energy savings from day one of manufacture to construction.
Kevin Beckwith a Building Inspector working in Suffolk, will demonstrate a positive approach in looking at how Building Regulations can accommodate the use of natural materials in new build. 

Martin Brown from Anglia Lime will talk about the resurgence in the use of lime in new build.  In his talk he will cover specifications, building regulations and insulation properties of lime mixed with other materials.
 

   There will be stalls and demonstrations.

