THE ANSWER LIES INTHE SOIL

an event
for farmers and advisers
at
THE CONFERENCE CENTRE
EASTON COLLEGE

9.30 a.m., 29TH APRIL 2010

Defra: Vision 2030 (2009)

By 2030 alll Engl andbés soils wildl be mai
threats tackled successfully. This wil
and safeguard their ability to provide essential services for future generations.

Sir Don Curry (2002):

Farming is unsustainable environmentally.... In the last 50 years, soil organic

content has declined and phosphorus levels in top soils have increased...

Things are still getting worse in soil compaction and erosion.
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promoting new growth

Helping farms and rural businesses prepare for the future

Soil is a chemical, biological and physical entity. It is funda-
mental to farming and we abuse it at our peril. We must en-
sure that we pass on to the next generation soils that are at
least as productive as those we have now and preferably are
more so.

Reportsd as from Defra and Sir Don Curryd warn that all is
not well with English soils; soils that have been taken for
granted in the past now show unwelcome signs of erosion
and degradation. There is concern for greenhouse gas emis-
sions from cultivation and from production. Is it time for mod-
est or even radical change?

There are innovative approaches, which challenge estab-
lished practice 3 and complacency. But are there risks?
What should the wise farmer do and what support does he
need?

This event will hear from acknowledged experts on soil man-
agement, drawing on experience from around the world. Itis
designed for the leading farmers, managers, agronomists and
consultants in the region, and it means to be challenging.

The meeting will send a message for support to the East of
England Sustainable Food and Farming group and to EEDA.
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PROGRAMME

Thursday, April 29th 9.30 a.m. & 2.15 p.m.

Room SC110, Sports and Conference Centre,
Easton College, Norwich NR9 5DX

Richard Rampton, Norfolk Rural Business Advice Service

Registration, refreshments

Introduction

Policies for soil manage-
ment

Sustaining UK farmingi a
role for Conservation Agri-
culture?:

No-till farming - experience
from Brazil

Workshop session

Managing soils in East An-
glia
Lunch

Discussion with SFFG
(optional)

Marie Francis, Chair, Sustainable
Food & Farming group

Prof. Jane Rickson, National Soil
Resources Institute

Francis Shaxson, land husbandry
specialist and ex-senior consult-
ant FAO

John Landers, project director
and agronomist

What support do farmers need to
improve soil quality? - considera-
tions for policy-makers

Lindsay Hargreaves, farming
consultant and ex-farm manager

Static demonstration (Horsch drill): Ben Burgess

This is an important event for farming in the eastern region. It
IS a unique opportunity to learn from international and re-
gional experience of soil management and use it to influence
local policies and practice.

This event has been organised by the Rural Enterprise Hub
at Easton College and is supported by LandSkills East.

Cost: £30.00

To book a place, please contact:

Katie Woodhouse, Easton College: 01603 731 296
or kwoodhouse@easton.ac.uk;

or

Richard Rampton, Easton College: 01603 731 241
or richard.rampton@ruraladvice.co.uk

BASIS CPD : 4 points awarded
NRoSO CPD: 3 points awarded

We are grateful for sponsorship from Ben Burgess, for this
event.



